300 PRODUCTION

The production of sawn lumber in Canada in 1920 reached a total of over
four billion feet, board measure, the highest cut recorded since 1912. This was
followed, in 1921 however, by a period of depression which was general throughout
all fields of industrial activity. The production of lumber in 1921 decreased by
over a third and the average value by over $10 a thousand feet. The cut during
1922 showed an increase of 9.4 p.c. in quantity, accompanied by an increase of
over $2,000,000 in total value, while the production in 1923 again increased to
3,728,445,000 feet, board measure and the value to $108,290,542.

2.—Lumber, Lath and Shingle Production in Canada, for the calendar years
1908-1923

Lumber cut. Shingles cut. Yath cut.
Years. - -
Quantity. Value. Quantity, Value. Quantity. Value,
Mit. B. M. $ M. $ M, $
1008, 0o iiiieieiaiaans 3,347,126] 54,338,036] 1,490,396] 3,101,996 671,562 1,487,125
1909, .. oivrirreneiicianas, 3,814,942 62,819,477 1,988,753 3,701,182 829,124 1,979,034
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During 1923 a cut of 3,728,445,000 feet, board measure, of lumber, valued at
$108,200,542 was reported {Table 3). The number of mills in operation in 1923
was 2,883 as compared with 2,922 in 1922, but the average production per mill
increased from 1,074,000 to 1,295,000 feet. The average number of days each mill
wad in operation in 1922 was only 90-2, while in 1923 the average number of days
in operation increased to 94-5.

The total number of employees on salaries and wages was 32,868 as compared
with 31,891 in 1922, an increase of 3 p.c. The total payroll was $33,490,504, as
compared with $27,621,691 in 1922, an increase of 2:1 p.c. The average earnings
per employee for all classes shows an increase over 1922 from $866 to $1,019.
Other agencies of production, such as fuel and miscellaneous expenses showed
increases in 1923, but the total amount of power utilized decreased.

Lath production increased in quantity and value from 1,031,420,000, valued at
$5,690,328, in 1922 to 1,153,735,000, valued at $6,324,747, in 1923.

Shingle production showed an increase in quantity only from 2,506,956,000,
valued at $10,397,080, in 1922, to 2,718,650,000, valued at $9,617,114, in 1923.

Other products and by-products of the saw-milling industry showed a general
increase in total value from $5,409,314 to $5,931,413. These products include
veneer, box shooks, spoolwood, cooperage stock, sawn ties, etc. Pulpwood to the
amount of 755,933 cords, valued at $9,730,861, was cut up, barked or rossed in 1923,
an increase in guantity and value from the figures for 1022.

The total value of all products of the saw-mills and allied mills during 1923
was $139,894,677, as compared with $114,324,580 for 1922, an increase of 22.4 p.c.



